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Engagement ring shopping should be one of the most incredible 

experiences of your life - One that invokes excitement and 

joy. We’re here to be your advisor and help every step of the 

way. This engagement ring guide will give you advice based 

on over 50 years of knowledge and experience with dealing 

with diamonds. We will educate and break down the 4 C’s and 

simplify this confusing landscape for you. Our goal is to help 

you make an informed decision/purchase that will have you 

smiling every time you look at your ring.



Carat is the standard unit of weight used for gemstones. The higher the carat, the more 

rare and more valuable the diamond. Just as currency is divided into smaller units, a carat 

is divided into 100 points. For example, half of a carat will weigh 0.50 carat (ct). A quarter 

of a carat will weigh 0.25 carats (ct), and so on.

CARAT

Large diamonds are rarely found in nature, so they are in fact more valuable than smaller 

diamonds of the same color and clarity. This means that the price of a diamond will 

increase exponentially as the carat size of the diamond increases. Diamonds of one carat 

or larger are so rare that they represent only 1% of all the diamonds mined worldwide.

DOES SIZE MATTER?

The average engagement ring diamond size in the United States is around 1 full carat. In the European market, the 

average size is between 0.5 and 0.75 carats.

0.25 CT 4.1MM

0.75 CT 5.8MM

1.5 CT 7.4MM

3 CT 9.3MM

0.50 CT 5.1MM

1 CT 6.4MM

2 CT 8.1MM

4 CT 10.2MM

5 CT 11MM



A diamond’s cut is one of the most important aspects to consider when grading a diamond, 

as it directly determines the diamond’s brilliance. Often confused with a diamond’s shape 

(round, princess, emerald, cushion, etc.), the cut of a diamond refers to how well the 

diamond has been cut and polished, regardless of its final shape.

CUT

Although diamonds have been in existence for billions of years, it is only in recent history 

that man discovered a way in which to intensify a rough diamond’s beauty: By cutting 

various facets into it and polishing each of those facets to increase its brilliance.

A diamond is cut and polished at the hands of a master craftsman who ensures that each 

facet is polished to perfect proportion and symmetry. The more precise and scientifically 

calculated the cut, the more beautiful and captivating the diamond becomes. It takes a 

master diamond cutter hours of analysis before the cut that will yield the most beautiful 

and valuable diamond, is determined. 

The cutting and polishing process takes several days and is vitally important, as a bad cut 

or polish will leave it looking dull and lackluster. A diamond that is cut too shallow will “leak” 

light out the bottom and if the cut is too deep, light will escape from the sides. In an ideal 

cut diamond, with the correct proportions and symmetry, the light that enters the diamond 

is returned out of the table and crown of the diamond, giving it more fire, brilliance and 

scintillation.

CUTTING & POLISHING 

When choosing a diamond, be cautious of retailers assigning their own cut grades to diamonds.  

The Gemological Institute of America (GIA) has only been assigning cut grades since 2005, and only to round diamonds. 

DEEP CUT
Some light escapes 

from the side

TOO DEEP
Light escapes from 

the side

SHALLOW CUT
Light escapes from 

the crown’s side

IDEAL CUT
Maximum fire and brilliance

Depth of Pavilion

Height of CrownGirdle

Width of Table

TOO SHALLOW
Light escapes from 

the bottom



Inclusions, are tiny ‘birthmarks’ which 

developed naturally when the diamond 

was formed billions of years ago. 

Inclusions take shape in the form of tiny 

white points, dark dots or feathery cracks. 

The size, number and position of these 

inclusions impact a diamond’s overall 

clarity. A diamond cutter will make every 

effort to cut the stone in such a way that 

the inclusion is not visible through the 

table (top) of the diamond.

Most inclusions are not visible to the 

naked eye, so diamonds are examined 

under a magnifying loupe (10x magnified) 

to determine their clarity. The closer a 

diamond is to flawless, with little to no 

inclusions visible under a jeweler’s loupe, 

the more rare it is, and the greater it’s 

value. Flawless diamonds are so rare, 

that many jewelers spend a lifetime in the 

diamond industry without ever finding a 

completely flawless diamond.

There are, however, positive aspects to 

the existence of inclusions. Inclusions 

are unique to each diamond, and can 

often be used to identify a stone. Just 

like each snowflake is unique, there are 

no two diamonds that are exactly the 

same thanks to inclusions. Inclusions 

can also help a gemologist to separate 

a real diamond from an imitation, as the 

presences of natural inclusions indicate 

the authenticity of the stone’s origin.

Blemishes refer to imperfections that 

occur on the surface of the diamond as a 

result of the cutting and polishing process. 

These can come about when a diamond 

cutter or polisher is not experienced, or 

has not yet mastered the craft.
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Clarity refers to the imperfections and flaws present in, or on a diamond. Flaws interfere 

with the path of light as it travels through the stone, so when a diamond contains 

less flaws, it has more brilliance. There are two types of imperfections in a diamond; 

Inclusions and Blemishes.

CLARITY

INCLUSIONS BLEMISHES

When choosing a diamond, select a clarity grade in which the inclusions are not visible to the naked eye.  

This would be diamonds with a clarity grade of SI3 and up.



K  - M

FAINT 
YELLOW

Contains a faint yellow tint 

that is just visible to the 

naked eye.

E – F 

CONSIDERED 
COLORLESS

Also considered colorless, 

even though a minute 

trace of color exists that 

can only be detected by an 

expert gemologist.

D

ABSOLUTELY 
COLORLESS

The most rare and 

valuable diamond. Less 

than 1% of diamonds 

mined worldwide are 

graded as color D.

G – H

NEAR 
COLORLESS

To the naked eye these 

diamonds still appear 

clear and colorless, 

although they contain 

traces of color.

I – J

NEAR COLORLESS 
SLIGHTLY TINTED

Near colorless diamonds 

with a faint tint of yellow 

that is barley visible to the 

naked eye, if at all.

N – Z

VERY LIGHT TO 
LIGHT YELLOW

A very light to light yellow 

tint that is easily identified 

by the naked eye.

Although most diamonds appear colorless to the untrained eye, many have slight tones 

of yellow or brown that affect value. The closer a diamond is to colorless, the more rare 

and valuable it is. A diamond’s color is graded on a scale from D (colorless) to Z (tinted 

yellow). This is the standardized color grading system accepted since the 1950s.

COLOR

For the best value, choose diamonds in the Near Colorless category (G-J color grades).  

With these diamonds, the naked eye still can’t discern any color, but the cost savings can be significant.



A diamond’s shape refers to its physical structure, and if it has an unusual shape like a 

heart or a pear, that may be one of the most noticeable things about it. Shape is clearly 

not one of the four Cs (carat, cut, clarity, and color) of evaluating diamonds, but it is an 

additional factor to consider when choosing a diamond.

SHAPE

The distinction between a diamond’s 

shape and cut may be confusing at first. 

The shape refers to the physical form of 

the stone, while the cut refers the quality in 

which the stone has been cut and polished 

(ultimately affecting the diamond’s ability 

to reflect light).

ROUND ASSCHERPRINCESS OVALPEAR EMERALDCUSHION MARQUISEHEART RADIANT

CUT VERSUS SHAPE

The round brilliant is the most popular 

diamond shape and cut, with many sources 

citing that three-fourths of all diamonds 

sold are of this type. This is because the 

shape of most rough diamonds allows for 

two round brilliants to be cut with the least 

amount of crystal lost. The round brilliant 

and princess shape (which is the next 

most popular) are also common because 

they tend to reflect light the best, and are 

thus the most brilliant for their size. 

Rough diamonds that have not formed 

symmetrically, or have awkwardly located 

inclusions, are often forced to be cut into a 

shape other than a round brilliant, or  what 

is called a “fancy cut”. Some shapes are 

better suited to certain setting styles. If the 

setting is very important to you, that can 

drive the shape of the diamond you select. 

If you prefer a solitaire setting, you can 

choose any shape available.

MOST POPULAR AND WHY

Most diamond shapes are round, square 

(cushion), rectangular (princess, Asscher, 

emerald, radiant), heart-shaped, pear-

shaped, oval, or marquise. The picture 

above shows the top ten most common 

diamond shapes.

When choosing a diamond’s shape, consider the ring’s setting style and your own taste.  

Shape really comes down to personal preference.



 We hope this guide has helped provide you with some great insight into the world of 

diamonds and has inspired you to make an educated decision when purchasing your 

diamond. Stop by our store anytime, or feel free to call to schedule a consultation.
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